North Hollywood, CA - 1988

The gig went great! The show came off withou o hich The soundman nad i ke never befoe. Thestage monitors
were s loud and clear we could hear every note.  our harmonies were “fight as o gnatsass” We copped the groove
from the fist not ofthe firs song and never e go 4 the lst note o the st song ofthelut encore. The band rocked!
The audience went nuts!

Itwas suall that way atthe Polomino. The ightclub in North Hollpwood had o history.  a vibe that wsfrly
awesome. Just think. we had pleyed on he same stage that had been graced by such county and rock legends as Merk
Haggard, Waylon Jennings, (ol Perkin, Jery Lee Lews, Ricky Nekon. 1o name but a few. Wow! What an honor!
What a night!

The lights were up. Equipment was being packed up and leared from the stage. A good number of peaple were
il milling around as | walked from the dressing room , hrough the club, fowards the front door, my cor, and
home. | was dog-ired bu tll loed from the show. As | possed the b, someone reached out, rabbed my hand
and tarted shoking it furiously. | urned around to see his grizzled old guy that I could probably best descibe os
having stepped rght out of the cast of “Deliverance” Leathery skin, yellowish-gray hair under a John Deere cap,
Harley Davidson Tshit arely fucked into o pir o baggy old jeans held up by a pair oftatered red suspenders
He confinued pumping my hand o he reached his other arm around my shoulder, pulled me right up clse fo him
and said, through breath reeking of beer and stale cigareftes.

“I seen a ot shows here... and I justseen yers. and man, | gott tll yo. — thaf fonight. | sow more alent up
there on thatone stage....” At this point 'm thinking fo myself. “You really can’ judge a book by s cover. This uy's o
fan. How cool” My pos show elaion intesifies o he confnues, *  wasted!” Now Im thinking, “Did someone jus
drap an ampliier of the stage, or was that i the sound of my feet slamming back down o the floor?” Without missng
0 bea, e goes on, “Why don’chajut do them old songs he way they's s pposed fo be done,and them new songs fhe
way they’s s pposed fo be done?”



The s, ot evryone "ot the Big Daddy concep, tht .~ contemporory it arange and prformed nthe s
s of 19305 Rk & Rol. B enough popl ot and oved o keep Big Doy roki' & roli vough our lumson Rhin

Records, numeous TV and mavieapperances,  fop ey it Enlnd,and moreconcetan dub dtes tham you could sk an
“l Acess Backsage Poss” o

From 19831 1994, BiyDoddy rumed he Rock & Rollndscpe foraging forthe it songs ofthe day,plucking them From e
cors,cheving he up, iestingthem d hensifing hembock ou, ever o soun the same. Though he i nd melodiesvere
virtually unchange, the songs sounded o hey hd been writen an rcoded n he olden ageofRock & Rl the 19505, Ric
Jues'*Supe rea” o on Evely Brohers bl the Pl EveryBremh You ke o cosic i, “Hilp Me Moke  Though The
Night" the Couters? Wos nhing socred? Not s for os ve were concemne

Theoriginl By Dacdly ie-u,storig it urfstabum, * - What Real Happened To The B OF ‘59" consisted f Bob Wayne
(voca David Storn vocls nd e gutor), T L vocls o ythm i), Gry Hoffman (rumsand voca) and myself, Marty
Koniger (vocl nd hyhm guio). Bob o |, chichoo Friendssce 195, gr up ogeher in Wt Los el Avound 1973 e
formee an s group which we colld ‘g Doy Dipsick nd theLubeJosThis oup lyed aound the Shem Calfomi
oen voughout st ofhe 7' During s e the e wos sorene o Big Doy’ and the roups personne changed severl
mes. By theend ofthe 70 the group hod broken up. In 1981, Bob apene a recrdingstudo i Culer Gy, Calfomi. The s ves
it gefing up andruning when e gave me ol and v e over o record some ads. .. s forfn. st “worksome o
he bugs ut" e got some musicinstogeher Gory Hffman,from the “Oes” group By Dadely ondrus, TomLee o een
ronpon from Nicion who wos infroduce f s by mutul e and musicio Don Reymond (remember thatnamel) on s
Vo, and oo b uys. ovl s s ere bt ployon e session. A hefime e s woring o B o on st
engineer. | found outterwht o greo qitorstand siner e relly s

Aferworkingfogeher i the s, Bb,Gary,Tomand | oked outputingthe O roup Biy Dadeybock ogether Negding
0leod guir nd anher iger,we broughtDavi s it he foldand egon ehearsing, Before ve could even baok o gig, Rhino
cofounder Rihod oo, who wo doing sme prjcs B’ s, upo heringof the e fomcionof e goup, suggested the ideg
o recoding n obum o cotemprory sngs done in Doo Wop s, We expanced he concept o icuce s many iffeent syles
fom the 50 and early 60’ s we ookl and sored work onourfrs clum. Thus was bom he second
incarnation of Big Dadtdy.




Along i hefst o, BigDdy... Wt Rely Hoppene T The Bnd OF 53" came the Biy Doddy Sy Rhino
execives Horod Bronson an Rihrd Foos woned somehing diffeent ththey couldus o promote hegroup and he e o,
s decided ot o sory wouk e conccd o el vy the roup coul only play e sngs n o syes. Thesry, whichwos
in e dealon he boc of the obum,wen s olow:While o  US0 turof ot Ao in 1959, Big Doy wes cptr by
Communistforcesond e coptve unl e mid 80 ich fme ey e rested by C1A. fovces ond subsequelyrfumed o he
Unite e, Whebeing e ot Cop Dovi fr e, hey ver ivenseet music o cotemporry it sngs e ey coul
e ol e reero ond get bock o the only werk ey ke maling music. Ofcurse, ot hoving eard the evolion of Rk
muic uing he guarer cemuryhey sent mprsoed e gl of oo, ey ange an performed hes songs heorly vy
tey knew how. - in the dassic sl o he 19505 Rino gotvind o e ecrdings mode by Big Doy e Comp David recorting
sfudioand inmecitelysiged hem and eleased heabum. ey 1t ol v happene!

The clbum wos ocualy recoded o Bob st nCuer Gy SunburstRecording, anrlse i 1983, We henadded John Hatn
onbss, im Reeves o s and Vi el on kehoard. We wer now ey get outnd st efoming our ol o e
pblc Besideshe b and ot s, e were oer prjs ot we e o urigue ks, such o g and eoring
songsor the mvie "Hideos Sun Demon - The SpecolEfion, o s prformance i the N Live Grema fim “Book Of Loe”
vriing on recordinghe e nomincted TV commerci for Chicages Lo Pork Zo, o the“NedsCerea” p forRolsion P,
We o ppeored on vrios TV show ncuding ‘T Morin Mul Shon” and “TobHey! 1 hppening!

ot 84 we storted ecrding oursecond obum “Meanwhile... Back In The Sates” - The clum wos los fnhed e, i
Januory of ‘85, we were asked fo go o Englund 1o promote our firs lbum, which was about o be released here, The
Englis lobel, Moking Waves/EMI, asked us f we had o new recordingthat could be added fo the casstte of *.. What
Really Happened To The Band OF ‘59" s o bonus cu. When they heard that we hod just fnished o verionof Bruce
Sprngseen’s“Dancing I The Dark” done o a Pt Boone ballo, they fiped! Springseen's ecord wos going p the
Engshchrt,and 5o the iming could' have b bete. On ou it ight in Enlond, we performed “Dancing I The
Dark" ive on the TV show “O1d Grey WhistleTes” - We were schduled todo a ifferent song of the lbum, on tha
wos suppased fo hove e the single, but the producer ofthe show had heard our fope of “Dancing In The Dark” and
inisted on a ot minutechange. Do the Spingsteen une,” e sid “Irst me." We did, and he was right. Witkin
week our record was being ployed on the radio llover England and by the week fte tht it hit the chrts, We
foured extensivel throughout the UK os“Dancing In The Dark” worked s way up and eventually reached #20 on the
national charts, selling in excess of 80,000 copis.



Upon returning fo the U ., we gotback fo touring and promafing the reease of our second LP “Meanwhle. . Back n The
Sttes"We began playing ot mjor corporate evens and hote showrooms such s Coesar's Tahoe, Harra's and Ball's in e,
ond the ropicana i Los Vege. In 1987 we opened for Jay Leno ot te Universol Amphithetre in Los Angeles and then flew off o
Austrlia for an extended engagement ot Kinsell', the most prestigious nightclub i the ity of Sydney. Shortybefore leving for
Austrlic, another personnel change wes made; David Storns e the group and was replaced by Don Raymond (remember tht
name?) on lead guitr and vocoks. Shortly after refurning from Australi, im Reeves and Gory Hoffman lef ollwed soon
thereafter by Vince Govarelo.

As we strted laying down tracks fr obum number three, “Cuting Their Own Groove”, Hal e fook over on sax, Bil Blck
on droms and Norman A. Norman you read i rght. - Norman A. Normn) on keyboards. Thi album wos n te worksfor los
threg years. During thattime, and about halfway through te recorings, Hol and Bil bowed out and were eplaced by Bob
“Guido" Sandman and Damon Derignon.

“Cutting Thir Own Groove" wes released in Apil of 1991, Rhino decided o toke o diferent approach to promofing tis
album. Instead of going out o the road in conjunction with the release of our new (D (nofice | stid (D... sorry folks, no
more vinylfrom tis point on’), it was decded that Big Daddy wouldstor inits own ploy. A sreemwriter frend of Bob's
and ming, Ira Hefler, wrote o script based on the “captivit” story. The cast consisted of Big Daddy, some frends and
rlafves, and two professional actrs, Don Dolan and Wayne Duvall. “Big Doddy.... Stranded In The Jungle” ron for eight
weeks ot the Groundlings Theatre in West Hollywood. It turned outto be o great way to gain the atention o the
entertainment press and o helluva lof of fun to boot.

Well, s you might have olready guessed, with the closing o the ploy it was time, once again, o hit the roud.
From record industry convention concerts in Dallos and Minneapolis to “The Bottom Line" in New York City, we lef o
trail of fractured hits and happy fans. We spent the enfire month of December 1991 touring the United Kingdom us
special quests of the famous.  the really famous. ~ and now the really infomous Gary Gliter. Gary, probably
England's most eccentric “Glom Rock” star, had become known for his yearly “Christmas Gang Show” tours which
ziguagged all across England and Scotland with concert performances at mast of Britain's lorger arenas. We even
had the thrill of playing two sold out nights af London's legendary Wembley. It was nice to have the opportunity fo
revisit the lond that had given us our hit record  few years earfer




Returning from England, we went to work frying to convince Rhino fo accept a concept for our next (D. Five years earlir, Bob
had come up with the idea of recording the Beatls' enfire “Sgt. Pepper” album.  Big Daddy style, of course. At that fime, it was
coming up on the twentieth anniversary of the release of what was, arguably, the Beatls' greatest work. What could be more
perfect? Rhino wasn't convinced and o they passed on the idea, and the opportunity soon slipped away. We presented the idea fo
them again in January of 92 and this fime, with the twenty-{fth anniversary of the release of the Beatls' dassic coming up on
Jung 2nd of that year,they said “yes" Wit ltle fime and los of work chead, we staried on our fourth album “Big Daddy. ~ Sgt.
Pepper’s"With the exception of Norman A. Norman leaving and being replaced on keyboards by Tim Bonhomme, the ine-up
remained the same,

“Sqt. Pepper's” was released on June 2nd 1992. I contained the same songs as the Beatles' version.  in the exact
same order  with the exact some amount of space between the songs.  and the length of that sustained note at the end
of “ADay In The Life"  the some!  Oh yes, there’s even a backward masked message. The only difference was that the
sounds, the styles, were more like those of the Beatles’ early influences than the Beatles themselves. It was the sounds of
Jerry Lee Lewis and Dion and Elvis and Buddy Holly and more that Big Daddy brought to this, our final album of the
century. We felt it was o fitting tribute to both the Beatles and our common heroes.

For some strange reason, “Big Daddy.  Sgt. Pepper's” was never released in England. This remains  mystery to us fo
this day. The German release, however, did very well and so it wasn't long before we took off on a whirbwind four of
Germany and Switzerland. The following year brought more personnel changes, as John Hation, Damon DeGrignon, and
Bob Sandman left the band and were replaced by Denny Croy on bass, Todd Tatum on drums, and Ed Smart on sax. We
confinued performing for the next couple of years but eventually the tours ll seemed a ltle longer, the suitcases a ltl
heavier and the gigs a ltl less exciing. |t was fun while it lasted, but maybe the fime had come to ride that old four bus
off nto the sunsef.

Big Daddy has performed only once since packing itin around 1994. We got together in January of ‘97 for a reunion
concert as part of o benefit organized for the family of our former sax:player Bob “Guido” Sandman, who had passed
away in December of 1996. After Big Daddy, “Guido” played sax with, and became the Musical Director for The Brian
Sefzer Orchestra. Brian showed up ot the event and sat in with us. It was a sad, yet magical night, fo be sure. ~ but it was
only one night



We'e ol sine gone o o indhidualy purue therendeavors mosty nthe music an eeinment idusy, though we often
Work fogehe, i vriouscombinaionson ifferent prjecs. A o yearsago o example, B, Don and  usd aur Big Daddy
seniifles o fum outanoher Rhino (D eniled*Chantmaria” i hichve ook viuely the same concept, contemporary it
done insles ot vere popuor decodes e ony hisime. - it s cenuris Toking on the pesona ofthe “Benzedine
Monks", we performed cssc ock song inhe syl of Gregorion Chnts. Big Daddy nsackcuh?

Erer i e, the quys of Rino ond Cor Coprioglo (youred it it Capriogl) f gl Reords got together and
' discusse re-packoging and relesng o seisof“Best O, CDs moking availobleonce againsome of he dossi recordings from
Rhin's past. We were honored when they chose Big Daddly o spearhe fis efr,

ttoo his (0, ‘The Best Of Big Dy, o fnlly gt he cor members o he group bock ogeher again.  as Big Daddy. We
chos the s that ppea on this lbum: hre from each o ou it hvee albums and four from “Sgt. Pepper’”,pls a previously
unelase fiverecordingof "Lt Re Corvete, o BeachBoys sl vrsion of“Siyki” which wos only availobl on the
Jupaese releseof‘(tingTheir Ov Grooe, o ey the ey recorded bous . rusing rockabily romp through

he fnic it "My Heart Will Go On’ our it “BigDoddy” reordingin more thn ight years. eems ke only yesterday... Guess
ifs ke riding o bike.

Al e memersofBig Doy, ost nd resen,hop hat you iy his (0. We'e o exemely proud of the work ve've done
ovr fhe potighteen yeors, nd though our fstfouralbums o curenly outof i, maybe his e vil spark renewed
nerst. Moybe they e r-eleasd.  and maybe. i you doseyoureyes and repet he wards. 1 do bl i Big Darddy,
 do beleve i ig Dody. " ust maybe. - here might even be o hle new Big Dacy 0. Hey! It could happen!

Marty Kaniger o
Founding member, Big Dadtdy A V/
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